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» Black teen-age boys
learn about conflict
resolution and self- |
esteem in the Rites of -

Passage program.

By Elizabeth Leland
Knight-Ridder Newspapers

DURHAM, N.C. — On the inner-
city streets of Durham, not far from
the Gothic towers of Duke Universi- -
ty, a national fight soon begins
against teen-age violence, : -
There, with funding from the fed- z
eral Centers for Disease Control and,
Prevention, black professional men
will try to persuade black teen-age
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“What we're saying is, ‘Your man- =
hood should not be found when you
pick up a gun and shoot somebody,’ "
said Arnold Dennis, director of the,, I
Durham County juvenile detention e
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ease, the federal agency is working:
on ways to reduce the problem —
and it chose Durham teen-agers as

one test group. The CDC will study”
results of a mentoring program for"
black teen-age boys called Rites of
Passage.

In the program, black men will tu-
tor teen-agers in African-American,
history and self-esteem, conflict res-
olution and decision-making, and
possibly help them get jobs.

The CDC will analyze how the pro-
gram affects teen-age violence. .

“We’ve basically 1ignored violence |
as a public health issue,” said Jenni-
fer Friday, a behavioral scientist and”
psychologist with the CDC in Atlan-,
ta, “We've not really evaluated pro-
grams in any systematic way to see
what works.”

Other prevention programs in the
nation will focus on early inter-
vention. ,

“It’s clear that trying to intervene:
in early childhood 15 the way to go,”
Friday said. “Onge a child gets to a..
preteen, preadoléécent stage, some
of their patterns of interacting have
already ben set . .. Violence breeds
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